Exceptional running skill in dogs requires extensive experience.
Performances across a wide variety of animal species share a similar pattern of development. Performance starts out low, over time increases to a peak, and then declines with old age. The increase of performance in early life is due to growth, adaptation, and learning. The author examined changes in running performance in 14 elite greyhound (Canis lupus familiaris) runners. The time to peak performance from initiation of a professional career took up 9.1% of a typical dog's lifespan. This amount of time devoted to skill development relative to species lifespan is similar to that of elite human track runners. Even with controll for changes in size (weight in kilograms), dogs' skill development showed marked improvement with increasing race experience. The author discusses the benefit of future research on motor-skill acquisition in nonhuman athletes.